Doctoral Programs
Hispanic Studies at the University of South Carolina

Ph.D. Program
This degree program allows students to conduct research in Spanish and Latin-American literary and cultural studies. It offers to connect this research with issues in Comparative Literature, Trans-Atlantic Studies, Film Studies and other related fields. In addition, it provides for opportunities to expand collaborative research and teaching venues with other disciplines, such as Linguistics, Anthropology and History.  For more information concerning doctoral programs at the University of South Carolina, please consult: http://bulletin.sc.edu/content.php?catoid=9&navoid=1891#Doctoral_Dissertation_Programs]
ADMISSION CRITERIA
Students must have an M.A. degree in Spanish or related fields of study.  A total of 30 credit hours may be approved toward the Ph.D.  The Spanish Graduate Advisor is responsible for the approval of credit hours, and for designing individual programs of study.
Students may be admitted directly into the Ph.D. program.  These students should have a B.A. degree in Spanish or in related fields of study.

Students with a degree in related fields of study may need to take a Proficiency Exam in order to show their verbal, writing and reading skills in Spanish.  Exceptions may be granted when the applicant/student’s first language is Spanish.
REQUIREMENTS
Beyond the B.A., candidates for the Ph.D. are required to take 66 graduate hours. They must demonstrate a reading knowledge in one other language. This requirement may be satisfied by coursework in another program of the DLLC (with such courses not included in the total number of required credit hours of approved doctoral work). Each doctoral candidate must take 24 credit hours of approved coursework, and 12 hours of Dissertation preparation (beyond the M.A.). With the approval of the Graduate (Academic) Advisor, a student may substitute 6 credit hours of graduate course work in another area related to their field of study. Each student will pass a six hour Comprehensive Examination, and present analytical commentary of a text in the student’s major area of concentration. There will be an oral exam (to be given within two weeks after successfully passing the written exams). A Comprehensive Examination Committee will design questions based upon reading lists pertinent to all parts of the Examination. Each student will write a dissertation on a topic which will be chosen in consultation with the Dissertation Committee and the Graduate Advisor in Spanish.
The student will be required to take a Ph.D. Qualifying Examination.  Normally, this Examination will take place at the end of the first semester of study and will consist of the presentation of a written analytical commentary of a text in the student’s major area of concentration.  The Advisory Committee will oversee this Examination. 
The Advisory Committee is appointed by the program toward the end of the first semester of enrollment and should include three (3) faculty members from the student’s academic program.  The purpose of this Committee is to provide initial advisement, guide academic planning and research, and construct the doctoral program of study (D-POS) to be filed with the Graduate School.  
REQUIREMENTS OF ADMISSION
At the time of admission a student should have an advanced-level command of Spanish.  Decisions on admissions and financial aid are based on all 
available information: GRE scores, TOEFL (non-native of the English language), letters of recommendation, 5-page essay in Spanish, statement of purpose, and, in some cases, an applicant may be asked to submit a speech recording in Spanish (MP3 file on a CD).
· Minimum overall GPA of  3.0 on a 4.0 scale.
· 3 letters of recommendation from previous professors who know the student’s work, and acumen to pursue doctoral studies in Spanish 
· The following minimum GRE scores:
Native English Speakers: 
Verbal score:   480       Analytical score: 4.0
Non-native English speakers:
Verbal score:   400         Analytical score:  3.5
· An applicant whose native language is not English is required to submit a satisfactory score on the TOEFL or the IELTS Intl. Academic Course Type 2 exam. The minimum acceptable score on the TOEFL is 80 Internet-based, or 570 paper-based. The minimum acceptable overall band score on the IELTS Intl. Academic Course Type 2 exam is 6.5.
For more information on the DLLC graduate programs, requirements for admission and financial aid, please consult:
http://www.cas.sc.edu/dllc/Geninfo/grad-all.html

Application Procedures:
All applications are processed on-line.
Applications and Graduate Bulletin at
http://www.gradschool.sc.edu

All pertinent documentation must be sent directly to the USC Graduate School for processing.


Financial Aid: Graduate Assistantships:

A number of assistantships are available each year on a competitive basis.  If a prospective student is seeking a departmental assistantship, the entire application must be received at the Graduate School by January 15 on the academic year the student is applying for.

After June 1 no application will be processed for that year.  Students will be considered for the following academic year.
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Chair: Dr. P. Allen Miller
Graduate Director: Dr. María C. Mabrey
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Contact the Graduate Advisor
Dr. Francisco Sánchez
sanchezf@mailbox.sc.edu
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